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THE CHAMPAGNE RUGBY TENS

SATURDAY 8TH MAY 2004
RICHMOND ATHLETIC GROUND

After the success of the inaugural Champagne Rugby Tens in 2003, the tournament returns in 2004 with a new venue, Richmond RFC, and room for more teams to compete in this enjoyable and social charity tournament. The aim of the tournament is threefold: To give teams a chance to play this different and exciting variation of rugby, players and spectators alike to enjoy the social side of the game (on and off the pitch!) and for everyone to be able to contribute to two very worthwhile charities.
Teams

This year, we have space for 16 teams. Seven out of the eight teams that played in 2003 return in 2004, with a host of new teams eager to join the fun! As well as last year’s top three finishers Freshfields, SOAS Old Boys and Old Cliftonians, invitations have been extended to the likes of Media Nomads, London French, Bath University Invitational X, the interestingly named Vindaloo Challengers and of course host clubs Richmond and London Scottish.

The Tournament

Teams will play in pools, from which the winners will compete in quarters, semis and finals with the winners carrying away the coveted trophy and title of Champagne Tens Winners 2004. Although the exact format has yet to be finalised, we intend to give all teams as much game time as possible. Games will start at approximately 10.00am and finish at approximately 6.00pm. The popular 'Wooden Spoon Boat Race' from the 2003 tournament is sure to make a return in 2004!

The bar will be open, the BBQ on the go and rugby all day to entertain the players and spectators. We absolutely encourage as many people as possible to come down and support us on the day and to stay on and celebrate with the players in the evening as well.

Charities

All profits from the event will be donated to two charities, Allergy Induced Autism www.autismmedical.com and Coral Cay Conservation www.coralcay.org. We have chosen these charities because they were supported by Chris Redman, who was tragically killed whilst on rugby tour to the Bali Tens in the October 2002 terrorist bombing. Chris, or ‘Redders’ as he is affectionately known, was a friend of many involved in the tournament and his school (Duke of York’s School) old boys team, which in 2003 featured his two brothers, will be playing again this year. We feel that it is a fitting tribute to an exceptional individual who loved the game of rugby to support these two causes that he cared about and worked for and you can read more about Chris on www.chrisredman.co.uk. 

Many people involved in the tournament and in the rugby community as a whole that we have spoken to knew Chris and other Bali victims and we hope that this tournament offers an opportunity for us all to do something positive in their memory.

Sponsorship & Program Advertising

Opportunities exist to support the tournament and the charities by becoming a sponsor of the tournament. For very reasonable prices (which will go directly to the charities) you can sponsor various elements of the event, for example the referees, program, prizes, a team or the medical staff. I urge you all to help us by seeking sponsorship from any companies or contacts that you feel might be interested in doing this. Also, there are several spaces in the program for companies wishing to advertise their product or service.

How You Can Help

There are several ways in which people can help. You can try to find sponsors or program advertisers, donate prizes for the raffle and team prizes or offer your services on the day to help the organisers make it an even more enjoyable, fun and successful day for all involved. All help is greatly received and anyone wishing to do so or to find out more should contact Andy Fieldhouse on 07720 289827 or fieldhouse_andrew@hotmail.com. 

PLEASE GET IN TOUCH IF YOU CAN HELP AND WE HOPE TO SEE YOU ON 8TH MAY!

Please contact Andy Fieldhouse on 07720 289827 or fieldhouse_andrew@hotmail.com for more information.
